
Monday March29 2021

HeatherHolland
Ward4FireProtectionDistrict

PO Box613
Jonesboro Louisiana71251

Re LouisianaBoardofEthics
DocketNo 2021 108

DearMrs Holland

TheLouisianaBoardofEthics Board atitsApril9 2021meeting consideredyourrequestforan
advisoryopinionastowhethertheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthics Code wouldprohibit
ThomasHollandfrombeinghiredasthefirechief

FPACTS ROVIDED

ThomasHollandiscurrentlyavolunteerfirefighterfortheWard4FireProtectionDistrict District
Mr Hollandalsoownsabusiness On SceneFireServices whichprovidesnoservicestotheDistrict
TheDistrictisconsideringhiringMr HollandtobetheFireChief ScottNunn amemberoftheDistricts
Board isalsoanemployeeofOn SceneFireServices

LAW

La RS 421112 B 3 prohibitsapublicservantfromparticipatinginagovernmentaltransactionin
whichanypersonofwhichheisanofficer director trustee partner oremployeehasasubstantial
economicinterest

La RS 421112 B 5 prohibitsapublicservantfromparticipatinginatransactioninwhichthe
followingpersonhasasubstantialeconomicinterest Anypersonwhoisapartytoanexistingcontract
withsuchpublicservant orwithanylegalentityinwhichthepublicservantexercisescontrolorowns
aninterestinexcessoftwenty fivepercent orwhoowesanythingofeconomicvaluetosuchpublic
servant ortoanylegalentityinwhichthepublicservantexercisescontrolorownsaninterestinexcess
oftwenty fivepercent andwhobyreasonthereofisinapositiontoaffectdirectlytheeconomic
interestsofsuchpublicservant

La RS 4211204providesthatifanelectedofficial inthedischargeofadutyorresponsibilityofhis
officeorposition wouldberequiredtovoteonamatterwhichwouldbeaviolationofRS 421112 he
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shallrecusehimselffromvoting Furthermore theappointedmemberoftheboardorcommission
whorecuseshimself isprohibitedfromparticipatingindiscussionanddebateconcerningthematter

CONCLUSION

TheBoardconcluded andinstructedmetoinformyou thatbasedonthefactspresented theCode
wouldnotprohibitMr HollandfrombeinghiredasFireChief However ScottNunnwouldberequired
torecusehimselffromvotingtohireMr HollandastheFireChief inaccordancewithLa RS 4211204
Additionally La RS 4211204prohibitsMr Nunnfromparticipatinginthediscussionanddebate
concerninghiringMr HollandasFireChief

Thisadvisoryopinionisbasedsolelyonthefactsassetforthherein Changestothefactsaspresented
mayresultinadifferentapplicationoftheprovisionsoftheCodeofGovernmentalEthics TheBoard
issuesnoopinionastopastconductorastolawsotherthantheCodeofGovernmentalEthics the
CampaignFinanceDisclosureAct theLobbyistDisclosureAct andconflictofinterestprovisionsinthe
gaminglaws Ifyouhaveanyquestions pleasecontactmeat 800 842 6630or 225 219 5600

Sincerely
LBEOUISIANA OARDOF THICS

LaToyaD Jordan
FortheBoard
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